
Obama’s Cherry Picking Out Of Context

• In Obama’s 2009 speech #1 to the Muslim world in Cairo at al-Azhar University he 
cherry picked 2 intolerant verses from the Koran and took them out of context as an 
example of Islamic Tolerance™.  The first one he uses an out-of-context and wholly 
misleading paraphrasing of Koran 5:32 without including the next verse 5:33, which he 
claims teaches this:

“The Holy Koran teaches that whoever kills an innocent, it is as if he has killed all 
mankind; and whoever saves a person, it is as if he has saved all mankind.” 

That idea comes from the Talmud Mishnah Sanhedrin over 400 years earlier:

“Therefore the man was created singly, to teach that he who destroys one soul of a 
human being, the Scripture considers him as if he should destroy a whole world, and 
him who saves one soul of Israel, the Scripture considers him as if he should save a 
whole world.” 

Here is Koran 5:32, the key word is mischief - and theologians have defined it as when 
infidels disobey Islamic law:

On that account: We ordained for the Children of Israel that if any one slew a person - 
unless it be for murder or for spreading mischief in the land - it would be as if he slew 
the whole people: and if any one saved a life, it would be as if he saved the life of the 
whole people. Then although there came to them Our apostles with clear signs, yet, 
even after that, many of them continued to commit excesses in the land.

Here is the next verse (5:33) has a chilling warning to unbelievers who disobey Islamic 
law. 

The punishment of those who wage war against Allah and His Messenger, and strive 
with might and main for mischief through the land is: execution, or crucifixion, or the 
cutting off of hands and feet from opposite sides, or exile from the land: that is their 
disgrace in this world, and a heavy punishment is theirs in the Hereafter.

Sheik Qaradawi says “Waging war against Allah” refers to apostasy.

Here are 11 translations of K (5:32) and (5:33). 

Articles explaining these 2 verses in more detail - especially the meaning of mischief.
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1) Killing all Humanity: How Obama Misinterprets Quran 5:32 and Passes a Noble Jewish 
Teaching as Islamic - The origin of the phrase and it’s full meaning in the Koran with 
authoritative Islamic commentary (tafsir) on the meaning of the word “mischief”. 

2) How to Debate a Muslim - Pakistani Koranic historian Ibn Warraq explained four years 
before Obama’s Cairo speech how common this deception about K 5:32-33 is.
 
3) If Anyone Slew a Person (Qur’an 5:32) explaining the deception using core texts (hadith 
& Koran) and commentaries (tafsir) by  theologians explaining the meaning of making 
mischief.

• The other verse Obama cherry picked and took out of context was 9:119, speaking of 
our shared interests as human beings:

“As the Holy Koran tells us, "Be conscious of God and speak always the truth." That is 
what I will try to do – to speak the truth as best I can, humbled by the task before us, 
and firm in my belief that the interests we share as human beings are far more powerful 
than the forces that drive us apart.”

Robert Spencer says: “Ironically, the Qur'anic passage from which his quote comes 
actually  is about fighting unbelievers, and doesn't remotely lead to thoughts of coming 
together with people with whom one has differences... The Qur'an promises that if they 
do anything that "angereth the disbelievers," they will be credited with having done a 
good deed, and Allah will repay them for such good deeds.” And the next verse:

O ye who believe! Fight those of the disbelievers who are near to you, and let them find 
harshness in you, and know that Allah is with those who keep  their duty (unto Him). 
9:120-123  
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