
Shah Aladihlawi Wali-Allah (1703–1762) - Hanafi jurist, Sufi Islamic scholar from Delhi.  
Memorized Koran at 7.  “One of the greatest religious thinkers produced by Muslim 
India who contributed immensely to the reintegration of the structure of Islam... 
endowed with saintly qualities.”  Authored 23 books in Arabic, and 28 in Persian.  His 
letters to Afghan ruler Ahmad Shah Abdali (Durrani), as well as prominent local 
Muslim leaders urging them to cooperate with Durrani in undertaking a jihad against 
the (Hindu) Marathas and Jats, reveal his persistent efforts to establish a (foreign, if 
necessary) and more militant Muslim dynasty within India. Shah Wali—Allah was thus 
not only an inspiration for Durrani's invasions of 1756—57 and 1760—61, he was also 
responsible for helping to organize a confederacy of Muslim powers against the 
(Hindu) Marathas in Northern India.

“It has become clear to my mind that the kingdom of heaven has predestined that kafirs 
should be reduced to a state of humiliation and treated with utter contempt. Should that 
repository of majesty and dauntless courage gird his loins and direct his attention to 
such a task he can conquer the world.... As I have learnt this unequivocally (from the 
divine) I spontaneously write to draw your attention to the great opportunity laid before 
you. You should therefore not be negligent in fighting jihad… Oh Kings! Mala a'la urges 
you to draw your swords and not put them back in their sheaths again until Allah has 
separated the Muslims from the Polytheists and the rebellious kafirs and the sinners are 
made absolutely feeble and helpless.

"... By taking up the sword to make Islam supreme and by subordinating your own 
personal needs to this cause, you will reap vast benefits.  

"We beseech you [Durrani, a Muslim ruler] in the name of the Prophet to fight a jihad 
against the infidels of this region. This would entitle you to great rewards before God the 
Most High and your name would be included in the list of those who fought jihad for His 
sake. As far as worldly gains are concerned, incalculable booty would fall into the hands 
of the Islamic ghazis and the Muslims would be liberated from their bonds."

Excerpted from Saiyid Athar Abbas Rizvi, Shah Wali-Allah and His Times (Canberra, 
Australia: Ma'rifat Publishing House, 1980), pp. 294-96, 299, 201, 305. (Andrew Bostom 
Legacy of Jihad)
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